
IDANHA
W e l c o m e   
t o

A NOVA
Probably the Best Place in The World



Idanha-a-Nova, think about this scenario

ADMINISTRATIVE AREA

1.416 km2, the fourth largest municipality in 

Portugal.

POPULATION

8.355 inhabitants

POPULATION DENSITY

5,9 inhabitants per km2, the third lowest rate 

in Portugal.

Location

At the center 

Porto

Lisboa

Madrid



SCALE

IDANHA-A-NOVA | 1.416 km²

MADRID | 607 km²

2,3 times bigger

IDANHA-A-NOVA

8.232 inABITANTES

MUSEUM RAINHA SOFIA MADRID

ABOUT 10.000 VISITORS EVERYDAY



What’s the

PROBLEM?



Population decline since 1950

POPULATION LOSS

35.000 >>> 8.000

70%



Prejudices about the Rural World



Desertification of soils



Forest fires



PROBLEM 

OR

OPPORTUNITY?



We reject the idea that rural life is 

just a term for isolation and 

underdevelopment, so we decided to 

work on the perceptions and brand 

of Idanha, and prepare for the future.



The Central Idea

Create a strategy to 

attract people 

looking for a new way 

of life in a rural 

location, close to 

nature, but still 

innovative and 

modern.



Main Objectives

Create a strong and 

impactful brand

Be a reference in the 

rural world

Impact the local 

economy

1

2
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"Restart In Idanha” Strategy

A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE CAN ASPIRE TO START 

OVER, THANKS TO THE COUNTRYSIDE



IDANHA

GREEN VALLEY

The business 

community is 

excited about this 

program, where it 

can contribute to a 

historic business 

movement: the 

first green "Silicon 

Valley" in the 

world

IDANHA

LIVE

This program is 

based on the 

integration of the 

population, solving 

the problems 

inherent to a 

change in life, 

helping to find a 

new path.

IDANHA

TRY

As we know that 

not everyone is 

prepared for a 

change, this 

program is 

designed to 

provide an 

experience of life 

and work in 

Idanha for a 

smooth transition

IDANHA

MADE IN

We want to show 

Portugal and the 

world our ideas, 

policies, products 

and achievements, 

valuing what is 

done here and the 

people behind all 

the work, 

dedication and 

innovation.

Programs



UNESCO

TERRITORY



GEOPARK
NATURTEJO

CREATIVE
CITY
OF MUSIC

BIOSPHERE
RESERVE



IDANHA-A-NOVA

ECO-REGION



Idanha-a-Nova, the first portuguese eco-region since 

2018

A primeira bio-região desde DIA 20 DE FEVEREIRO DE 2018



Strategic

objectives

Improve the health and quality of life of populations;

Maximize environmental awareness while preserving ecosystems ; 

Promote, protect and disseminate the organic production method in agriculture; 

Valuing endogenous resources

Provide alternatives for the farmers and entrepreneurs

Increase information on organic production in the community; 

Raise awareness of the importance of biologicals in health and well-being; 

Impact the population to environmental problems; 

Mobilize the community to adopt responsible and sustainable behaviors; 



Players

Citizens

Public

administration

Business

Education and

investigation

Associations

Farmers



Participatory

process



Diverse cultural programming;

Community involvement;

Awareness!

The Eco-region / Education



AliMenta project

Educational gardens

The Eco-region / Education



The Eco-region / Education

Themed children’s 

books 



The Eco-region / Education



Bio-canteens



Bio-canteens



Bio-canteens



The Eco-region / Production



The Eco-region / Organic transformation



The Eco-region / Knowledge and investigation

RAIANO

DOCUMENTAL

CENTER



The Eco-region / Promotion



The Eco-region / Promotion



The Eco-region / Tourism and Gastronomy



The Eco-region / Culture



The Eco-region / Culture



Salva a Terra FESTIVALThe Eco-region / Culture



Ensina-me a viajarThe Eco-region / Culture



A Música que somosThe Eco-region / Culture



A Música que trazemosThe Eco-region / Culture



A Música que somosThe Eco-region / Culture



Ensina-me a viajarThe Eco-region / Culture





Traditional events and festivals

The Eco-region / Culture



Thematic festivals

The Eco-region / Culture



The Eco-region / Tourism



International Event July 2019/2024

One Health One Planet

I and II World Meeting of Eco Regions and Forum of IFOAM

Feira Raiana (Internacional Cooperation and Regional Development Fair)



ACCOMMODATION
RESTAURANTS

NATURE
TOURISM

OUTDOOR 
EVENTS



Centro Cultural Raiano

The Eco-region / Tourism



Olive Oil Press of Proença-a-Velha

The Eco-region / Tourism



Monumental Complex of Idanha-a-Velha

The Eco-region / Tourism



Castle of Monsanto

The Eco-region / Tourism



Ichnological Park of Penha Garcia

The Eco-region / Tourism



Easter in Idanha

The Eco-region / Culture



Easter in Idanha



IDANHA
MADE IN

Creating the right 
conditions is not enough, 
we must show them to 
the world. To show 
Idanha, its products, 
events, results, policies, 
etc.

National and international 
promotion of Bio products



Multiple Awards

Honourable mention CityNationPlaceAwards
2018 (“Place Brand of the Year”) from The 

New York Times

BestOrganic“Bio-district“ 2023 
AnnualEU 

OrganicAwards

Gastronomy Grand Prize 2020
By the Portuguese Academy of Gastronomy



Biome Espace

Futures Project

Submit



AWARDS

Winner Best

Bio-Districts 2023 

Annual EU 

Organic Awards





PROJETO APROVADO

GEOGRAFIA CRIATIVA

DURAÇÃO 1 ANO

INVESTIMENTO DE

2.8 MILHÕES DE EUROS













Declaration

Local Governments

GAOD



Thanks
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